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THE 

NATURE  and  CAUSES 

O  F  V 

IMPOTENCE  and  BARRENNESS, 

c^c$3S$oc$o 

INTRODUCTION. 

H  E  publick  are  requefted  to  receive 
T  1  this  Treatise,  not  as  the  fruit  of 
a  licentious  fancy,  or  an  effedt  of 
vain  curioiity  ;  but  a  ferious  enquiry 
into  an  important  article  of  human  fociety : 
which  the  author  purppfes  to  conduct  with  a 
decent  referve ;  and  in  which  his  intent  is  only 
ufe,  / 

’Tis  propofed  to  treat  of  Barrenness;  an 
imperfe&ion  in  the  female  frame,  not  only  dif- 
pleafing  to  the  perfon,  but  difadvantageous  to 
the  Rate  :  and  of  Impotence  ;  which,  with 
the  fame  publick  inconvenience,  entails  always 
difgrace  upon  the  hulband.  If  any  thing  has 
been  overlooked  in  this  enquiry  Jfc>y  the  great 
writers  who  have  treated  the  fubje£t  hereto- 

A  2  r  fore. 
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fore,  there  will  be  publick  as  well  as  private 
benefit,  in  this  attempt,  to  explain  it  farther  ; 
at  leaft  it  will  be  Ufeful  to  lay  before  the  per- 
fons  concerned  a  plainer  ftate  of  their  cafe  than 
they  have  any  where  at  prefent.  This  is  the 
defign  of  the  prefent  work  :  and  perhaps  there 
will  be  found  in  it  fomething  more.  Rules 
will  be  eftablifhed  by  which  it  may  be  always 
known  in  families  whether  the  want  of  chil¬ 
dren  be  owing  to 'the  hufband  or  the  wife ; 
and  directions  will  be  given  for  ftrengthening 
the  organs,  and  removing  the  complaints,  by 
management  and  medicines.  What  are  the 
Occafions  of  weaknefs  and  fterility  will  be 
fhev  n  how  they  may  be  j  invented  and  what 
hi av  be  done  t<5  remove  them. 

y  * 

In  order  to  this  it  will  be  neceffary  firft  to 
fpeak  of  the  parts  themfelveS  ;  and  to  explain 
their  ftrudure :  not  particularly  r  for  that 
would  be  offenfive  to  modeity,  and  ufeleis  ; 
but  in  fuch  -general  terms  a3  without  difguft- 
ing  the  ear  may  inform  the  tlnderftanding  * 
Next  to  fhew  what  nature  meant  in 
their  confhudion,  and  in  what  manner  fh$ 
defigned  their  ufe.  That  women  may  not  be 
milled  by  idle  ftories,  as  children  by  pidures 
on  a  wall,  but  may  know  what  is,  and  what 

k  not  rn  human  nature  :  how  far  the  cornu- 

- "" 
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<k 

gal  duties  fliould  extend ;  and  what  the  law 
calls  Impotence. 

This  the  author  purpofes  :  and  this  with- 
his  befl:  attention  he  will  endeavour  to  exe^ 
cute  with  a  decent  referve.  If  he  ffiall  be 
able  to  promote  the  peace  of  families,  and 
the  good  of  the  ftate,  by  making  publiclc 
what  is  very  well  known  by  all  good  phy- 
ficians,  and  ufed  in  private  practice,  his  utmoft 
hope  will  be  anfwered. 

By  the  method  here  laid  down,  every  one 
rnay  be  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  any 
particular  cafe:  the  huiband  will  be  enabled 
to  judge  of  the  wife,  and  the  wifewof  the  huf- 
band,  as  well  as  both,  of  themfelves  :  and  thfe 
caufe  of  tli£  difappointment  being  knowh, 
they  will  have  recourfe,  not  to  reproaches, 
but  to  remedies.  The  medicines  are  alfo  laid 
down  at  large ;  the  preferiber  having  referved 
no  decret  :  and  if  they  fucceed  as  happily 
under  the  hands  of  others,  as  they  have  in  the 
cafes  wherein  he  has  had  opportunities  of 
feeing  them  try’d,  It  wilt  be  found  that  thefe 
Complaints  are  not  always  f©  difficult  of  cure- 
as  has  been  imagined  :  that  a  Ample  herb 
will  fometimes  give  that  relief  which  is  vainly 
e&pedted  from  a  court  of  juftice ;  and  the  na~ 
i  tural 
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jural  and  honed  defires  of  the  wife  may  be  an- 
fwered  without  lawful  proftitution. 

CHAP.  I. 

Of  Human  Generation . 

O  T  H  I  N  G  is  fo  obfcure  as  the  account 

*  given  even  by  the  bed  writers,  of  ani¬ 
mal  generation.  So  much,  however,  as  is 
needful  to  be  known  in  order  to  underdand 
the  nature  of  barrennefs  in  one  fex,  and  of 
impotency  in  the  other,  may  be  explained  to 
all  capacities,  without  farther  trefpafling  a- 
gainft  the  laws  of  modedy. 

'  *  •* 

In  the  man  are  lodged  the  principles  of 

life,  or  rudiments  of  future  children  ;  and  in 
the  woman  are  difpofed  the  proper  organs 
for  their  reception,  and  the  means  of  their 
fird  nourifhment. 

These  muft  both  be  in  a  date  of  perfec¬ 
tion,  elfe  no  child  can  be  begotten  :  therefore 
a  defed  in  either  may  be  a  latent  caufe  of  bar¬ 
rennefs  :  but  there  are  others  more  obvious. 

Nature  has  lodged  deep  in  the  body  of 
the  ; woman  thofe  parts  which  are  to  receive 
the  rudiment  of  the  child  from  the  ftian ;  and 
a  peculiar  part  is  contrived  therefore  for  con¬ 
veying 


Impotence  and  Barrenness.  7 

veying  it  thither.  If  weaknefs  or  any  other 
imperfection  prevent  this  part  from  penetrat¬ 
ing  to  the  deftined  place,  or  from  preferving 
what  it  is  to  difcharge  there,  till  it  arrive  t hi¬ 
ther,  this  is  a  plain  and  obvious  caufe  of  the 
want  of  children  :  and  this  is  what  we  call 
impotency. 

If  there  be  in  the  woman  any  obftruCtion 
in  the  paflage  to  the  womb ;  or  if  there  be  a 
deficiency  of  any  of  the  necefiary  parts  for 
the  reception  of  the  rudiment  of  a  child,  thefe 
are  the  two  plain  and  certain  caufes  of  bar- 
rennefs :  the  firft  is  moft  obvious ;  but  the 
latter  is  at  leaft  as  certain. 

Beside,  thefe  caufes,  which  are  too  likely  to 
be  lafting  and  incurable,  the  parts  may  be 
weak  or  cold  in  either  fex ;  and  for  want 
of  warmth  and  ftrength  in  them,  it  may  be 
impoffible  to  have  ‘children.  Thefe  are  as 
certain  caufes  of  barrennefs,  for  the  time, 
as  the  others  but  they  are  orjiy  temporary, 
and  may  be  removed  by  medicine. 

There  are  difeafes  which  render  men  un- 
able  to  beget  children ;  and  others  which 
make  women  incapable  of  conceiving ;  which 
if  negleCted  will  caufe  lafting  fterility  :  but 
which  rpay  he  cured  ^  and  children  will  follow. 

The 
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The  courfe  and  method  of  generation  is 
this. 

In  the  woman  there  are  placed  near  the 
womb  a  number  of  eggs ;  and  there  is  a  tube, 
or  pipe,  through  which  they  may  one  by  one 
pafs  into  the  womb  itfelf.  In  the  man  there 
is  a  liquor  which  is  to  impregnate  thefe  eggs, 
and  give  them  life  and  the  principle  of 

This  is  a  thick  fluid,  full  of  little  living 
creatures  too  fmall  to  be  feen  by  the  naked 
eye.  Every  one  of  thefe  is  the  rudiment  of 
a  child  ; '  and  any  one  of  them  being  received 
Into  the  egg  of  the  woman,  there  grows. 
This  liquor  is  lodged  within  the  body  of  the 
man  in  fmall  bladders  ;  and  from  thefe  there 
is  a  paffage  on  each  fide  into  the  male  part 
near  its  root. 

In  the  fame  place  there  are  alfo  two  glands 
which  feparate  from  the  blood  a  thinner  and 
lefs  vifcous  liquor.  This  is  difcharged  at  all 
times  in  fmall  quantities  into  the  paffage  of 
the  male  part,  and  keeps  it  moift :  but  when 
that  organ  prepares  for  generation,  thefe 
glands  are  compreffed  or  fqueezed  by  its 
fweiling,  and  there  is  a  larger  quantity  of  that 
liquor  forced  from  then).  This  comes  out 
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of  the  part  together  with  the  thick  impreg¬ 
nating  liquor  ;  and  makes  its  pajfage  the  eafier 
into  the  female-. 

Thus  there  is  referved  at  all  times  in  the 
man  a  liquor  capable  of  impregnating  the 
eggs,  and  in  the  woman  a  paffage  for  thofe 
feggs  into  the  womb ;  and  a  provifion  there  to 
receive  them; 

i 

These  being  brought  together,  children 
are  begotten  :  and  as  this  is  a  moft  important 
purpofe  of  nature,  fhe  has  annexed  to  it  a  pe¬ 
culiar  fenfual  pleafure. 

I  n  children,  and  in  perfons  grown  old, 
male  as  well  as  female,  thefe  parts  have  little 
fenfibility :  but,  from  the  age  of  fourteen  to 
fifty-four,  the  women  >  and  from  fixteen  to 
fix ty- eight,  the  men  are  influenced  naturally 
by  their  fehfations  in  them,  when  they  are  in 
company  one  with  another,  to  defire  copula¬ 
tion.  Modefty  reftrains  thefe  defires,  and  the 
laws  and  cuftoms  of  the  country  regulate  the 
means  of  indulging  them  ;  but  in  a  ftate  of 
nature  every  healthy  man  and  woman,  v/ho 
met  within  thefe  limited  ages,  would  proceed 
to  the  begetting  of  children. 


B 
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This  r ifes  from  an  emotion  in  the  parts 
themfelves.  They  are  at  other  times  cool  and 
quiet;  but  nature  has  lb  conftruCted  them,  that 
they  are  moved  by  the  fight  of  a  perfon  of 
the  other  fex ;  and  are  influenced  by  our  de¬ 
fires  ;  or  can  perhaps  create  them. 

T  o  lodge  the  impregnating  liquor  in  the 
place  where  it  can  influence  the  eggs,  it  is  ne- 
ceflary  that  the  male  part  from  which  it  is 
conveyed  fhould  enter  into  the  female  :  this 
it  cannot  do  without  a  great  degree  of  firm^ 
nefs  in  itfelf ;  nor  without  a  fupplenefs  and 
moifture  in  the  paflage  thro’  which  it  is  to  be 
admitted.  On  approaching  the  female,  this 
part  fwells ;  at  the  fame  time  the  paflage  is 
moiftened  by  a  difcharge  of  liquor  from  its 
own  glands  ;  and  is  prepared  to  receive  the  o- 
ther  not  only  without  pain,  but  with  pleafure. 

Thus  the  conftitution  influences  the  two 

% 

fexes  when  they  are  mutually  in  health,  and 
the  parts  in  a  ftate  of  maturity  and  perfection  : 
and  the  procefs  of  generation  is  then  perfectly 
and  eafily  performed. 

•  \ 

The  reception  of  the  male  part  creates  a 
powerful  lenfation  in  the  female,  which  ex¬ 
tends  not  only  to  the  paflage  itfelf,  but  to  the 

womb. 
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womb,  and  to  thofe  tubes  which  form  the 
communication  between  that  and  the  places 
where  the  eggs  are  lodged. 

These  tubes  at  other  times  hang,  with 
their  open  ends  downwards,  loofe  in  the  body  ; 
fo  that  it  is  impoffible  for  an  egg  to  come  into, 
them  :  but  when  all  the  parts  are  thus  put  in 
motion,  thefe  tubes  become  firm  ;  they  raife 
up  thofe  open  ends,  and  apply  them  clofe  to 
the  places  in  which  the  eggs  are  depofited. 

I  n  this  ftate  the  male  part  being  received  in¬ 
to  the  body,  its  end  is  clofe  at  the  mouth  of 
the  womb  :  this  opens  at  the  fame  time  ;  and 
it  difcharges  dire&ly  into  the  cavity  of  the 
womb  Ufelf  the  liquor  prepared  by  nature  for 
impregnating  the  eggs. 

The  office  of  the  male  is  thus  accomplifh- 
ed  :  and  the  being  able  to  perform  this,  is  the 
proof  a  man  is  not  impotent. 

The  rudiments  of  the  future  offspring  be¬ 
ing  now  conveyed  in  their  proper  fluid  to  the 
womb,  the  courfe  of  generation  is  thus  con¬ 
tinued.  The  animalcules  in  this  liquor  are 
difperfed  into  alt  the  parts  of  the  cavity ;  and 
fome  of  them  make  their  way  up  the  tubes. 

•  B  2  Thefe 
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Thefe  being  now  applied  by  their  open  ends 
to  the  places  where  the  eggs  are  lodged,  one 
of  the  animalcules  /gets  into  the  egg,  and  from 
that  time  it  begins  to  fwell.  All  this  while 
the  open  end  of  the  tube  continues  applied  to 
the  part ;  and  as  each  egg  is  held  in  its  place 
only  by  a  weak  ftalk,  when  it  fwell s,  this  ftalk 
breaks  off,  and  the  egg  falling  into  the  opening 
of  the  tube,  is'  conveyed  throughi  ts  cavity  in¬ 
to  the  womb ;  the  other  end  opening  there. 
When  the  egg  is  in  the  womb,  the  whole  work 
of  generation  is  fini/hed.  The  reft  is  only 
nourifhment  and  growth. 

As  foon  as  the  impregnated  egg  is  got  into 
the  tube,  its  end  loofes  itfelf  from  the  place 
where  it  had  fixed,  and  no  more  can  be  re¬ 
ceived  into  it.  Millions  of  the  animalcules  are 
loft  for  one  that  fucceeds :  but  this  is  the  com¬ 
mon  courfe  of  nature ;  who  provides  for  fuch 
accidents  by  an  abundant  quantity.  The  pro¬ 
duction  of  a  million  of  them  is  as  eafy  as  of 
one;  andthey  fuffer  nothing,  becaule  theyperifh 
before  they  have  any  great  fenfations.  ’Tis  but 
of  late  thefe  animalcules  have  been  difcovered ; 
and  fince  that  time  the  fad:  has  been  again 
doubted  :  but  it  is  certain.  The  liquor  is  not 
decently  to  be  obtained  from  the  human  fpe- 
cies  :  but  in  the  Iperm  of  a  male  frog  difled- 
-  f  '  '  ed 
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ed  alive  for  that  purpofe,  the  animalcules  are 
very  confpicuous  ;  and  in  many  others. 

* 

All  anatomifis  know,  the  pafiage  of  the 
Vgg  into  the  womb  is  as  here  defcribed;  and 
there  is  no  comprehending  what  can  influence 
it  to  fall  thither,  but  this  courle  by  means  of  a 
living  animalcule.  We  know  the  pafiage  of 
the  egg  is  through  the  tube ;  becaufe  there 
have  been  infiances  of  its  flopping  by  the  way; 
and  the  child  has  been  produced  in  the  tube 
infiead  of  the  womb,  to  the  deflrudtion  of  its 
parent.  In  more  natural  cafes  the  egg  makes 
its  way  through  the  tube,  and  fails-  into  the 
womb ;  where  the  embryo  is  noun*  died  to 
a  certain  period  of  growth  and  ftrerigth  :  and 
when  it  has  arrived  at  this,  is  brought  forth 
into  the  world,  to  attain  maturity  ;  and  in  the 
fame  manner  propagate  its  fpecies. 

This  account  of  the  method  of  human  ge¬ 
neration,  and  the  parts  in  the  two  fexes,  by 
means  of  which  it  is  performed,  will  explain 
to  every  perfon  concerned,  the  nature  of  thofe 
deficiencies  which  occafion  the  want  of  chil¬ 
dren  :  and  in  all  common  cafes  will  fet  afide 
thofe  animofities  and  mutual  reproaches  which 
the  wife  and  hufband  are  ready  to  cafi;  upon 
.one  another.  Each  will  know  whether  there 

be 
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be  any  obvious  caufe  of  the  defeat ;  and  in 
what  manner  they  may  feek  the  remedy. 

Any  imperfection  in  the  feveral  parts  we 
have  mentioned,  may  caufe  barrennefs  in  the 
one  fex,  or  impotence  in  the  other ;  but  the 
principal  are  thofe  which  follow. 

CHAP.  II. 

Of  the  Caufe s  of  Impotence  in  Man . 

/"TA  H  E  part  which  the  man  has  in  the  pro- 
A  duCtion  of  his  fpecies  is  comprifed  in 
two  articles,  jft,  The  producing  within  his 
body  a  proper  impregnating  liquor ;  and,  2d, 
the  difcharging  it  into  the  womb  of  the  fe¬ 
male.  In  confequence  of  this,  the  imper¬ 
fection  may  lie  in  two  circumffances :  the 
one  remote  and  difficult  to  be  proved ;  the 
other  plain  and  obvious.  He  may  either  want 
the  proper  liquor,  or  the  means  of  convey¬ 
ing  to  the  neceffary  place. 

With  regard  to  a  defeCt  of  the  liquor, 
there  is  a  pofiibility  for  the  wife  to  judge 
whether  he  have  it,  or  have  not ;  though  this 
is  not  fo  eafy  as  fome  pretend  :  and  even  the 
jury  of  matrons  may  determine  it,  for  the  fa- 

tisfaClion 
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tisfadtion  of  a  court,  in  cafe  of  trial :  but  there 
is  more  required,  than  the  having  fuch  liquor, 
for  the  begetting  of  children ;  even  fuppofing 
the  organs  themfelves  alfo  to  be  in  perfect 
good  condition  :  for  it  muft  be  in  the  proper 
and  healthful  ftate,  or  it  cannot  perform  the 
office  of  generation. 

The  ladies  very  well  know,  that  the  oaths 
made  in  cafes  of  rapes,  wherein  the  law  re¬ 
quires  abfolute  teftimony  of  the  emiffion  of 
this  liquor,  are  very  raffi  :  for  they  relate  to 
a  point  the  woman  cannot  always  determine 
with  certainty.  And  there  are  gentlemen  alfo 
who  will  remember,  that  they  have  known 
the  moft  accuflomed  of  the  other  fex  deceived 
in  that  particular.  But  all  does  not  turn  even 
upon  this.  If  the  hufband  has  not  ftrength 
in  the  part  for  the  neceffary  conveyance,  that 
is  abfoiutely  impotency ;  and  the  law  will 
declare  it  fuch,  though  medicine  may  cure 
him  afterwards  :  if  it  appears  on  more  certain 
teftimony  than  that  of  feeling,  that  he  is  de- 
ftitute  of  the  natural  fluid,  this  is  alfo  an  ab¬ 
folute  ftate  of  impotency  ;  and  the  law  will 
equally  allow  it  :  but  there  are  cafes  more  de- 
fperate  than  thefe,  though  they  cannot  be 
perceived  by  either  of  thofe  fenfes  :  and  to  a 
woman  who  confiders  her  duty  to  heaven,  and 

the 
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the  ftate,  they  are  much  more  deplorable. 
Thefe,  again  ft  which  (lie  has  red  refs,  may  be 
removed  ;  and  modefty  fiiould  teach  her  to 
advife  her  hufband  to  apply  to  phyficians,  be¬ 
fore  flie  appeals  to  law:  but  in  the  other  cafes, 
which  arife  from  a  diftempered  ftate  of  that 
liquor,  the  laws  can  give  her  no  redrefs,  the/ 

the  want  of  children  be  more  certain. 

\ 

Wh  i  l  e  a  man  has  this  liquor  in  its  prope’r 
ftate,  an  accident  may  give  him  for  a  moment 
the  power  of  conveying  it  to  the  deftined 
place ;  and  this  may  take  effedt.  The  fight 
of  copulation,  or  the  very  reprefentation  of 
that  aft,  may  have  this  confequence  :  and  we 
have  inftances  of  its  being  fuccefsful.  One 
of  the  firft  men  in  this  kingdom  owed  his 
birth  to  the  amorous  encounter  of  two  deer 
in  his  park,  as  his  father  was  walking  with 
his  duchefs  :  the  earth  was  the  bed,  and  an 
oak-tree  the  canopy.  We  owe  alfo  a  virtuofo, 
who  promifes  to  inherit  all  his  father’s  virtues, 
to  the  congrefs  of  two  amorous  perfons,  of 
which  the  Antiquarian  fociety  have  given  the 
reprefentation  in  four  views.  The  Chinefe 
know  the  efficacy  of  pictures ;  tho’  they  are 
very  indifferent  defigners ;  and  our  painters 
would  produce  the  like  effect,  if  they  did  not 

difguft  the  paffion  they  intended  to  raife,  by 

exceeding 
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exceeding  thofe  bounds  which  modefty  de¬ 
mands  even  in  the  moft  licentious  moments. 

L  )  *  '  '  v\  *  ■ 

Thus  accident  may  remove  for  a  time  that 
weaknefs,  which  medicine  may  cure  entirely, 
in  the  part  itfelf :  and  children  may  be  begot¬ 
ten  under  very  unpromiling  circumftances, 
while  the  liquor  is  perfect.  But  this  liquor 
may  be  incapable  of  producing  its  effects,  be- 
caufe  vitiated  or  lifelefs  :  and  in  that  cafe,  no 
child  can  be  begotten  ;  though  courts  and  ju¬ 
ries,  and  even  the  lady  herfelf,  would  all 
acquit  the  hulband  of  impotence. 

This  is  one  of  thofe  cafes  in  which  the 
caufe  being  remote,  the  defedt  is  ufually  laid 
upon  the  woman ;  while  it  is  really  in  the 
man.  We  had  an  inftance  of  it  not  long 
fince,  in  which  the  unfufpedting  wife  fub- 
mitted ;  and  the  huiband  gloried  in  a  baftard 
by  another  woman.  The  lady  would  have  had 
caufe  of  triumph,  if  her  virtue  had  permitted 
her  to  change  the  objedt :  but  the  hulband’s 
was  a  vain  boaft ;  the  coachman  was  the  father. 

I  t  has  been  fhewn  that  the  effential  part  in 
generation  belongs  to  the  man :  and  that  this 
liquor  is  the  great  requifite.  It  contains  the 
animalcule  which  is  to  become  a  man  or  wo- 

C  '  man ; 
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man  ;  ferveS  as  a  proper  refidence  for  it  >  and 
is  tlie  means  of  conveying  it  to  the  egg.  Two 
things  are  therefore  requifite,  that  thefe  ani¬ 
malcules  be  produced,  and  that  this  liquor  be 
♦  fit  for  their  reception,  and  fupport. 

Ex t  r e  a m  debauchery  burns  up  the  very 
parts  from  which  thefe  animalcules  fhouid  be 
formed  :  and  in  that  cafe,  though  the  organ 
have  its  due  ftrength,  and  the  liquor  be  in 
plenty,  there  is  no  poffibility  of  children ;  for 
the  firft  rudiments  are  not  there.  A  hufband 
in  this  fituation  would  be  declared  potent  by 
the  law,  for  that  examines  no  farther  than  by 
the  fenfes ;  and  the  wife,  if  fhe  confults  only 
her  amorous  defires,  may  be  well  fatisfied 
with  him:  but  in  regard  to  the  real  purpofe 
of  having  children,  Ihe  might  as  well  abufe 
herfelf  with  thofe  implements  which  they 
fay  are  fold  for  that  purpofe ;  or  with  that 
living  implement  an  eunuch. 

In  other  cafes  where  thele  animalcules  arc 
produced,  the  liquor  which  fhouid  fuppOrt 
them  deftroys  them*  This  liquor  in  perfons 
who  are  healty  is  white,  but  it  is  as  liable  to 
be  difeafed  as  the  other  humours  of  the  body. 
In  the  jaundice  it  becomes  yellow  ;  and  in 
melancholy  cafes  brown :  the  venereal. difeafe 

taints 

x  -  v 
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taints  it  with  its  acrimony ;  and  cancerous  ha¬ 
bits  affedt  it  with  their  poifon.  In  the  two  firft 
of  thefe  cafes,  the  animalcules  are  faint  and  lan¬ 
guid  3  in  the  two  latter,  they  are  deflroyed. 

People  in  the  jaundice,  or  of  melancholy 
habits,  fhould  not  attempt  to  propogate  chil¬ 
dren  ;  for  they  will  be  weak  and  imperfedt : 
and  in  the  two  other  cafes  they  will  attempt  in 
vain.  There  are  ftages  of  the  pox  which  are  not 
infe&ious ;  which  yet  render  generation  impof- 
fible;  though  they  do  not  deprive  men  of  the 
feeming  power.  A  latent  cancerous  humour  in 
the  blood  is  alfo  often  the  caufe  of  the  fame 
mifchief,  long  before  it  appears.  Confumptive 
fathers  in  this  manner  beget  confumptive  chil¬ 
dren;  and  it  is  thus  the  evil,  and  perhaps  the  le- 
profy,  are  entailed  upon  fucceeding  generations. 

* 

The  fadt  is  known ;  but  none  has  been  able 
to  give  an  account  of  it :  nor  can  it  be  explain¬ 
ed  otherwife,  than  upon  this  fyftem.  But  thus 
it  is  evident  to  reafon.  The  produdtion  of  the 
infant,  depends  upon  a  rudiment  of  a  child  in 
this  liquor  of  the  father.  When  he  is  healthy, 
that  rudiment  is  alfo  healthy,  and  it  will  grow 
to  a  robuft  man  :  but  the  difeafes  of  the  hu¬ 
man  body  can  affedt  this  liquor  as  much  as  its 
pther  juices,  Some  of  them  infedt  the  animal- 

C  %  cules  ; 
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cules :  and  others  kill  them :  in  the  laft  of  thefe 
cafes  generation  is  impofiible,  in  the  former 
the  child  is  fickly, 

W  e  fee,  the  two  great  requifites  on  the  fide 
of  the  man  are  a  perfect  liquor  for  impregna¬ 
tion,  and  a  part  fit  for  conveying  it :  but  there 
are  ftill  two  other  incidents  as  necefiary, 
and  as  eflential.  Thefe  are  a  power  of  reten¬ 
tion,  that  this  liquor  may  not  be  difcharged 
till  a  proper  time ;  and  a  right  direction  in 
the  parts  through  which  it  is  thrown  out,  that 
it  may  take  its  proper  courfe.  The  want  of 
either  of  thefe  may  be  on  the  man’s  part  an 
imperfection,  which  will  prevent  the  begetting 
of  children, 

I  t  is  necefiary  that  the  male  part  be  re-, 
ceived  into  the  female  before  the  impregnat¬ 
ing  liquor  is  difcharged,  otherwife  no  child 
can  be  expected  :  for  the  womb  is  the  part 
into  which  this  liquor  muft  come,  in  order 
to  be  conveyed  to  the  eggs :  and  it  can  never 
get  thither  if  it  be  wafted  at  the  entrance,  or 
in  the  pafiage. 

•+/  Vi 

There  are  people  fo  unhappy,  that  the 
inftant  they  come  near  the  female  this  hap¬ 
pens.  They  attribute  it  to  the  ftrength  of  their 

defires 


Impotence  and  Barrenness.  21 

defires ;  but  it  is  really  owing  to  the  weak- 
nefs  of  their  conftitution.  This  is  a  kind  of 
impotency  very  nearly  allied  to  that  which  pre¬ 
vents  the  part  itfelf  from  attaining  its  due  con¬ 
dition  :  and  they  both  arife  from  the  fame  caufe, 
an  early  abufe  of  themfelves;  a  fchool-boys 
practice,  which  is  but  one  remove  from  beftia- 
iity.  The  law  which  makes  that  capital,  by 
fome  ftrange  overfight,  allots  no  punifhment 
lor  this :  tho’  its  indecency  is  little  lefs  than  the 
other,  and  its  effects  upon  fociety  are  worfe. 

f  j  -•  .  t  ft**/ 1  |  *  r\  - 

I  n  order  to  perfect  generation,  the  male  part 
rnufl  not  only  be  received  into  the  female,  but 
remain  there  fome  confiderable  time  before  the 
liquor  is  difcharged  into  the  womb.  A  great 
deal  is  to  be  done  in  the  female,  and  this  is  the 
means  by  which  it  muft  be  performed.  The 
mouth  of  the  womb  muft  open ;  the  tubes 
muft  fwell ;  and  their  loofe  ends  muft  be  raif- 
ed,  and  applied  clofe  to  the  part  wherein  the 
eggs  are  lodged.  All  this  is  requifite  to  the 
effecft  ;  and  this  is  brought  about  gradually  by 
the  contradt  of  the  parts.  When  the  womb 
and  its  tubes  are  in  this  ftate,  the  liquor  being 
difcharged  into  its  cavity,  is  received  up  into 
thofe  tubes,  and  the  animalcule  reaches  an  egg 
which  it  impregnates.  Thus  all  is  conduced 
rightly  :  but  if  this  liquor  be  emitted  as  foon 

as 
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as  the  organ  of  the  male  had  reached  its  proper 
place ;  thefe  changes  being  not  yet  produced 
in  the  female,  it  is  of  no  confequence ;  and 
the  whole  ad:  is  an  idle  piece  of  fenfuality, 
without  any  poffibility  of  that  effed  being 
produced  which  nature  purpofed,  and  which 
|he  laws  of  heaven  and  man  exped. 

This  is  the  true  ftate  of  the  female  body 
requifite  to  being  impregnated;  and  this  thews 
the  falfhopd  and  folly  of  thofe  idle  ftories  qf 
women  being  got  with  child  by  this  liquor 
difcharged  in  a  bath,  and  fwimming  in  the 
water  where  they  afterwards  came  naked. 

«  •  .  « 

W  e  fee  alfo  the  folly  of  that  ancient  opi¬ 
nion,  that  women  might  be  with  child  with¬ 
out  any  commerce  with  men.  This  arofe  from 
an  imagination  that  the  egg  contained  the  per- 
fed  child  ;  in  which  cafe,  indeed,  a  very  little 
matter  might  fet  it  to  growing :  but  we  fee 
here  the  different  ftate  of  nature ;  and  there¬ 
fore  know  the  thing  to  be  impoflible.  The  em¬ 
bryo  is  in  the  man  :  therefore  a  woman  cannot 
be  impregnated  but  by  the  means  of  man :  and 
fuch  a  ftate  of  the  parts  in  the  woman  is  nee4- 
ful,  that  even  this  liquor  cannot  take  effed 
without  thofe  changes  which  nature  has  con- 
nededwith  the  proper  means  of  lodging  it  there. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  III. 

Of  falfe  Conception. 

A  Falfe  conception  may  be  formed  by  the 
^  **  abufe  of  a  woman’s  felf.  The  women 
fhould  know  this  and  tremble  :  fear  would 
keep  them  from  this  fhameful  proftitution,  if 
they  be  dead  to  modefty. 

I  n  order  to  the  defcent  of  an  egg  to  the 
womb,  the  raifing  of  the  tube  is  neceffary 
which  goes  from  the  womb  to  the  place  where 
the  eggs  are  depofited.  This  railing  of  the 
tube  is  caufed  by  a  motion  in  the  palfage;  and 
this  may  be  produced  in  fome  degree  by  thofe 
fhameful  implements  before  named  :  The 
loofe  ends  of  the  tube  being  thus  raifed  up 
and  applied  to  the  eggs,  and  the  whole  body 
of  it,  together  with  the  womb  itfelf  being  put 
in  motion,  it  is  poffible  that  an  egg  may  be 
diflodged  from  its  place,  and  drop  into  the  tube ; 
and  thence  it  may  make  its  w’ay  into  the  womb. 
It  is  impoffible  that  it  fhould  there  produce 
a  child,  becaufe  there  is  none  in  it  ;  but  it 
is  poffible  that  it  may  grow  to  a  great  big- 
nefs,  and  bring  on  all  the  appearances  of 
pregnancy ;  occafioning  great  trouble  till  it 
is  difcharged. 

'Tis 
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T  i  s  juft  to  fay,  this  may  happen  from  fuch 
an  abufe  of  a  woman’s  felfj  for  it  has  hap¬ 
pened  very  lately* 

# 

,  -  *  ( 

A  widow  in  one  of  our  fugar  iflands,  who 
faw  that  moft  women  there  mined  themfelves 
by  lecond  marriages,  chofe  to  abufe  herfelf 
with  a  fruit  of  that  country,  called  a  Plantain  * 
not  unlike  the  largeft  of  our  cucumbers.  She 
was  aftonifhed  to  find  herfelf,  as  file  thought, 
pregnant ;  but  when  fhe  expedted  to  be  quick, 
no  motion  was  felt.  After  eight  months  ftie 
was  delivered  of  a  fhapelefs  lump  of  fielii ;  a 
a  falfe  conception.  This  is  a  fadt  which  has 
juft  happened  ;  and  it  comes  too  well  authen¬ 
ticated  to  admit  of  doubt. 

t 

These  falfe  conceptions  are  uncommon, 
in  perfons  who  have  not  had  commerce  with 
men,  becaufe  the  effedl*  of  thofe  abominable 
and  unnatural  pradtices  is  lefs  in  degree  than 
that  in  the  commerce  with  men  ;  but  in  ge¬ 
neral  thofe  falfe  conceptions  to  which  married 
women  are  fubjedt,  arife  from  the  fame  caufe, 
though  by  means  of  a  different  inftrument. 

r  *  *  i  '*  »  *  *  m 

We  have  obferved  that  the  male  part  may 
have  ftrength,  when  the  impregnated  liquor 
is  not  in  a  condition  to  do  its  office  :  as  when  * 
•  i  V  ■  there 
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there  is  no  animalcule  in  it.  In  this  cafe  the 

\  • 

hufband  ads  but  the  part  of  fuch  an  imple¬ 
ment  of  a  fomewhat  fuperior  order.  The 
part  is  received,  the  motion  is  natural,  the 
parts  in  the  body  of  the  wife  all  perform 
their  office,  and  an  egg  is  loofed  from  its 
place,  and  drops  into  the  tube,  and  is  thence 
conveyed  into  the  womb. 

There  has  been  no  animalcule  in  the  li¬ 
quor,  and  confequently  there  can  be  no  child; 
but  the  egg  grows  and  becomes  a  falfe  con¬ 
ception.  I  have  known  this  happen  many 
times  following  one  another  in  the  fame  fa¬ 
mily.  The  lady  has  been  fuppofed  unnaturally 
formed  ;  while  in  reality  the  fault  has  lain  in 
the  hufband  only.  This  generally  happens 
when  men  have  accuftomed  themfelves  long 
to  fpirituous  liquors  :  or  when  they  have 
feme  taint  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  which 
though  it  does  not  difclofe  itfelf  on  them, 
nor  infed  the  wife,  yet  has  power  to  deftroy 
the  animalcules  in  this  liquor. 

There  is  a  third  caufe  of  falfe  concep¬ 
tions,  in  which  that  which  fupplies  the  plate 
of  the  hufband  is  of  a  middle  nature  between ' 

V 

a  man  and  a  mechanicle  implement :  this  is 
the  women’s  abufe  of  themfelves  with  eu- 

P  nuchs 
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nuchs.  In  thefe  people  it  is  importable  there 
fhould  be  any  power  of  getting  a  child,  be- 
caufe  the  very  parts  are  cut  away  in  which 
the  impregnating  liquor  fhould  be  formed  : 
but  their  organ  for  the  difcharge  can  yet  attain 
its  ftrenp-th  :  it  ferves  fomewhat  more  natu- 

:  .  O  \  i  >  «. 

rally  in  the  place  of  thofe  implements  ;  and 
fome  liquor  may  come  from  it,  though  not 
of  the  right  kind. 

C>  ■  i  » 


I  t  has.  been  obferyed,  that  there  are  cer- 
tain  glans  at  the  root  of  this  part,  which 
produce  a  liquor  that  is  prefled  out  of  them 
by  its  fwelling,  and  is  difcharged  with  the 
impregnating  matter.  Thefe  glands  remain 
in  eunuchs,  and  they  ftill  perform  their  office. 
They  prepare  the  fame  liquor,  and  the  pref- 
fing  of  them  will  bring  it  out:  therefore  thefe 
perfons  are  capable  of  performing  all  the  of¬ 
fice  of  men,  except  that  of  begetting  chil¬ 
dren  :  and  they  even  have  a  liquor  to  dif¬ 
charge,  though  it  be  not  of  the  right  kind. 
This  has  recommended  eunuchs  of  Italy  high¬ 
ly  amongff:  the  beftial  part  of  their  countjy- 

wpmeq  j  and,  with  other  unnatural  vices, 

<  *  »  «  *  » 

they  have  taught  it  to  fome  of  ours.  But  there 
is  this  confequence,  which  moft  who  have 
indulged  themfelves  in  that  fhameful  profti- 
tution  have  found  to  their  mifery,  that  al- 

though 
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‘though  eunuchs  cannot  beget  children,  they 
can  occafion  falfe  conceptions.  It  is  for  this 
reafon  the  Italian  women  are  more  fubjedt  to 
them  than  others ;  and  the  people  about  an 
’Italian  theatre  molt  of  all; 


The  realon  is  plain  :  thefe  perfons  can 
bring  on  the  motion  in  the  female,  which 
occafions  the  orifice  of  the  tube  to  rife  to  the 
place  where  the  eggs  are  lodged  :  and  if  any 
one  of  thefe  by  accident  be  loofe  it  will  fall 
in,  and  be  conveyed  to  the  womb,  where  it 
will  grow*  tho’  it  cannot  have  the  principle 
of  life ;  and  being  incapable  of  producing  a 
child,  it  will  occafion  this  faife  conception. 

-  r  ***■ 

Thus  unnatural  practices  bring  bn  unna¬ 
tural  confequences ;  and  women  who  follow 
this  courfe  ate  expofed  to  ihame,  and  often  to 
death. 

There  is  evidence  of  this  truth  from  fadbs; 
and  there  is  no  caufe  to  doubt  of  it  in  re.a-<  v 
fon !  for  even  in  the  perfedt  commerce  with 
man,  the  operation  of  the  parts  is  merely 
mechanical.  In  the  cafe  of  rapes  women, 
are  got  with  child,  tho’  the  inclination  have, 
nothing  to  do  in  it ;  the  mind  being  affedted 
on  thofe  occafions  only  by  terror  and  difguft. 

D  2  The 
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The  operation  of  the  male  upon  the  female 
organs,  produces  this  effedt  naturally,  and 
Without  the  confent  or  delire  of  the  woman, 
merely  by  the  motion  which  is  excited  in  the  * 
parts,  and  has  its  confequences  according  to 
their  conftrudtion :  and  in  the  fame  manner 
thefe  animate  or  inanimate  implements  may 
produce  as  much  of  the  effedt  as  relates  to 
them:  They  certainly  do  occafion  the  tube 
to  rife  and  apply  its  open  end  to  the  eggs  ; 
and  whether  one  of  them  falls  in  or  not,  is 
owing  not  to  any  thing  in  the  mere  perform¬ 
ance  of  the  operation,  but  to  their  being  or 
not  being  in  a  condition  to  drop  off. 

Naturally  they  are  not  fo ;  becaufe 
the  courfe  of  nature  is,  that  an  animalcule 
fhould  be  lodged  in  them  to  produce  the 
effedt :  but  accidentally  they  may,  and  do 
fometimes  fall  off  into  the  tube,  and  pafing 
thence  into  the  womb,  without  an  animalcule, 
they  occafion  this  effedt. 

There  is  always  fome  danger  in  thefe 

J  -  C/ 

cafes :  and  often  a  great  deal.  When  they 
happen  to  young  women,  the  fubftance  fel- 
dom  lies  within  them  more  than  eight,  nine, 
or  ten  months  :  but  when  women  who  are 
more  advanced  in  life*,  are  guilty  of  thefe 

beaftly 
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beaftly  follies,  the  falfe  conception  ufually 
remains  many  years  j  and  often  brings  on 

miferable  difeafes  and  a  lingering  death. 

_  .  .  i  ■  f 

—  9  .  '  *  .  { v  .f -  1  , i  *  >.  Jl  .  i  ^  «..*  *  « 

C  H  A  P.  IV. 

Of  an  internal  DefeS  in  the  Male  Part , 

T  T  has  been  fhewn,  that  befides  the  obvl- 
A  ous  caufe  of  impotency  in  men,  that  is 
the  want  of  ftrength  in  the  part,  there  may 
be  as  total  an  incapacity  of  begetting  chil¬ 
dren,  from  a  defedt  of  retention  ;  and  that 
even  when  both  ftrength  and  retention  con¬ 
cur,  ftill  the  man  may  be  as  incapable  of  be¬ 
getting  children  as  an  eunuch,  from  the  bad 
condition  of  the  impregnating  liquor  in  his 
body  :  but  to  thefe  there  is  yet  to  be  added 
a  fourth  caufe  on  the  man’s  fide,  which  is  a 
wrong  direction  of  this  liquor  in  its  pailage, 
when  it  is  difcharged  from  the  veficles  where¬ 
in  it  is  originally  lodged  into  the  male  organ. 

T  o  explain  this,  we  muft  remind  the 
reader,  that  the  liquor  is  carried  through 
two  tubes  from  thefe  veficles  to  the  male 
part ;  and  that  at  the  ends  of  thefe  there  is  a 
kind  of  button  or  head  which  fecures  their 

opening. 
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opening,  and  diredts  the  paflage  of  the  li¬ 
quor  that  is  difcharged  through  them.  This 
head  gives  them  an  opening  outward*  afid 
thus  the  liquor  is  difcharged  forward  :  fo 
that  it  is  naturally  and  ealily  fent  out  of  the 
part :  but  in  fome  perfons  the  opening  is  in¬ 
ward,  and  confequently  the  liquor  is  dif¬ 
charged  upwards,  towards  the  bladder. 

I  n  this  cafe,  although  a  man  be  in  perfedt 
health,  and  have  all  the  parts  ftrong  and 
well-proportioned,  it  is  impoffible  lie  Ihould 
beget  children.  Though  the  liquor  be  per¬ 
fect  and  full  of  animalcules,  and  the  part 
make  its  proper  entrance ;  the  liquor  which 
is  difcharged  into  it  takes  a  wrong  courfe,  and 
no  children  can  be  begotten; 

This  is  a  lingular  and  unfufpedted  cafe  £ 
and  added  to  the  reft,  it  fhews  how  often 
the  defedfc  may  be  in  the  hufband,  while  it 
is  charged  upon  the  wife.  We  have  inftances 
of  this  particular  conformation  of  the  parts  in 
diffedtion ;  and  men  have  been  cured,  when 
it  has  been  difeovered  while  they  were  living, 
by  an  operation.  Petit  has  given  a  lingular 
kiftance  of  it* 

C  H  A  P. 
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CH  A?.  V. 

♦ 

The  Caufes  of  Barren?: cfs  in  Women . 

fee  there  are  five  caufes  of  impo*? 
tence  in  man,  only  on$  of  which  is 
generally  confidered ;  or  perhaps  underftood 
to  exift.  He  may  be  incapable  of  begetting 
a  child  from  weaknels  of  the  part ;  or  want  of 
retention,  which  is  alfo  a  weaknefs,  though 
in  a  leffer  degree :  or  by  the  deftrudtion  of 
the  animalcules  in  the  liquor  $  by  the  difor- 
ders  of  that  liquor  from  difeafes ;  or  from  it^ 
wrong  direction  in  the  difcharge :  thefe  laft 
are  remote  and  fecret  caufes,  but  they  are 
more  effectual  than  the  others.  The  two  fir  ft 
muft  be  prevented,  for  the  effedt  is  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  be  removed  :  the  careful  eye,  an4 
fharp  rod  of  the  fchoolmaftpr,  are  the  great 
remedies ;  for  the  mifchief  is  done  fo  young 
as  while  perfons  are  under  his  direction. 
Temperance  is  the  remedy  of  the  third  :  the 
forth  depending  upon  other  clijfeafes,  will 
ceafe  when  they  are  removed  j  and  the  laft  h 
the  bufinefs  of  the  furgeon. 

These  being  unfeen,  occafion  the  blame 
to  be  laid  upon  the  wife :  and  that  want 
of  children  is  imputed  to  barrennefs,*  which 

'  <4 
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is  really  the  effed  of  impotency  :  but  there 
are  caufes  in  the  woman  as  well  as  the  man  : 
and  barren nefs  is  as  real  a  complaint  as  the 
other.  Thefe  caufes  we  come  now  to  exa^. 
mine ;  and  having  faid  in  what  cafes  the  wife 
is  accufed  falfely,  we  fhall  fhew  wherein  die 
may  be  truly  the  occafioh. 

The  caufes  of  barrennefs  are  of  two  kinds, 
as  thofe  of  impotency  :  fome  plain  and  ob- 
.yious,  and  the  others  remote  and  obfcure. 

The  find  requifite  in  the  woman’s  part 
toward  the  conception  of  children,  and  in¬ 
deed,  the  only  one  which  can  be  the  objed 
of  our  examination  is,  that  the  paflage  to 
the  womb  be  open  j  of  due  bignefs,  and 
imobftruded:  nature  has  in  general  fo  propor¬ 
tioned  it,  that  a  defed  in  this  kind,  is  rather 
underftood  as  a  compliment  than  a  cenfure. 

It  is  pretended  that  virgins  have  a  mem¬ 
brane  acrofs  this  paflage,  at  fome  depth  ; 
they  call  it  Hymen  ;  and  efteem  it  the  mark 
of  virginity.  Ahatomifts  find  no  fuch  mem¬ 
brane  in  the  natural  ftate  of  the  parts,  but  it 
may  happen  in  unnatural  conformations :  it 
is  the  fame  with  regard  to  the  outer  opening 
of  the  paflage,  which  is  fqmctimes  fo  con  V 
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trailed  by  the  growing  together  of  the  edges, 
that  copulation  is  impoffible* 

.  <*  »  .  v  *  *  * 

In  either  of  thefe  cafes  the  furgeoti  is  to 
be  called  in  ;  and  his  operation  is  eafily  per¬ 
formed:  the  obftruction  is  thus  removed,  and 
the  lady  rendered  capable  of  having  children. 
Thefe  therefore,  although  they  be  real  obfta- 
cles,  yet  are  of  trifling  confideration,  becaufe 
they  are  ealily  cured.  What  may  be  the  in¬ 
ternal  and  more  obfcure  defeats,  we  (hall  readi¬ 
ly  fee,  by  reviewing  the  accounts  of  generation. 

T  h  e  k  e  muft  be  eggs,  or  there  can  be  no 
reception  for  the  animalcule  which  is  to  form 
the  child ;  and  thefe  muft  be  capable  of  be¬ 
ing  difcharged  from  their  original  fituation, 
or  they  cannot  be  brought  into  the  womb. 
Perhaps  there  lias  never  beer!  ah  intiance  in 
which  eggs  were  wholly  wanting  :  but  there 
are  women  in  whom  they  cannot  be  got  out 
of  their  place  :  and  this  is  an  abfolute  caufe 
of  fterility;  It  is  d  veiy  uncommon  cafe,  but 
it  does  fometimes  happen,  and  perhaps  it  is 
the  true,  and  only  true  caufe  of  barrennefs, 
properly  fo  called,  In  this  cafe,  the  animal¬ 
cule  is  carried  into  the  egg :  but  as  the  egg  is 
not  capable  of  falling  into  the  tube,  the  em¬ 
bryo  dies,  and  there  is  no  conception.  Thefe 
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are  the  real  caufes  of  abfolute  fterility :  the 
firft  is  eafy  of  cure,  and  the  other  very  rarely 
happens.  We  fee  therefore  how  unjuftly  the 

defed  is  generally  laid  upon  the  women. 

I  f  the  paftage  of  the  tube  between  the  eggs 
and  the  womb  be  obftruded,  or  unnaturally 
formed,  the  egg,  when  it  has  been  impreg¬ 
nated,  will  lodge  and  take  its  growth  there, 
and  a  child  will  be  produced ;  though  its  mo¬ 
ther  cannot  be  delivered  of  it.  This  is  a  mb- 
ferable  accident ;  but  it  is  not  bar  rennet's. 

It  has  been  faid,  a  coldnefs  of  conftitution 
may  occafion  fterility:  but  this  is  not  true: 
women  who  take  leaft  delight  in  the  com¬ 
merce  with  the  other  fex,  conceive  more  rea¬ 
dily  than  others*  The  fex  are  fubjed  to  dif- 
orders  which  may  prevent  conception,  and 
there  is  one  of  thefe  which  is  often  very  eb- 
ftinate ;  but  it  is  not  incurable. 

T o  thefe  occafions  of  barrennefs,  me  may 
alfo  add  the  long  difufe,  or  the  too  frequent 
pradice  of  venery.  Either  extream  is  equals 
ly  detrimental ;  but  each  may  be  remedied  by 
a  proper  conduct. 

'  '  '  We 
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We  fee  by  thefe  obfervations,  which  are 
the  refult  of  experience,  and  founded  on 
fadts,  that,  contrary  to  the  common  opinion, 
the  caufes  of  barrennefs  are  fewer  in  women, 
than  thofe  of  impotency  in  men  ;  and  that  in 
women  they  are  for  the  moft  part  temporary 
and  curable  :  in  men  lafting,  and  too  often 
beyond  the  reach  of  remedies. 

V & ^  V  ^ 

CHAP.  VI. 

Of  the  Prevention  and  Cure  of  Impotence  in  Men. 

A  S  the  cure  of  this  misfortune  is  difficult, 
^  ^  there  is  the  more  reafon  to  be  careful  in 
the  prevention  :  our  duty  to  our  Creator,  and 
to  the  ftate  wherein  we  live,  both  require 
it  of  us ;  and  mercy  to  our  children  fhould 
he  a  ftrong  motive.  They  often  lay  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  impotency  before  they  know  the 
confequences  of  their  adtions  ;  and  it  is  the 
parent,  the  guardian,  and  the  mafter,  who 
are  really  guilty  in  overlooking  what  they 
might  eaiily  prevent.  Early  youth  is  the  time 
of  life  when  the  occafion  of  this  fhameful  and 
miferable  imperfedtion  is  ofteneft  given  :  and 
the  pradlice  by  which  modeily  is  fo  early  de- 
deftroyed,  and  the  parts  ared  eplorably  weak¬ 
ened,  is  fo  common,  we  are  not  to  won- 
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der,  that  between  its  influence  and  that  cf 
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fucceeding  debauchery  and  difeafes,  or4e 
third  part  of  mankind  are  reduced  to  this  con¬ 
dition. 

The  ftate  between  boy  and  pian,  is  fhe 
time  when  this  practice  is  begun,  and  many 
continue  it  to  their  death.  That  early  pe¬ 
riod  of  life  fhould  be  the  moil  referved  of 
all ;  for  it  is  then  the  parts  are  ftrengtheji- 
ing  themfelves,  and  the  foundation  is  laid 
of  a  vigorous,  or  an  enfeebled  conftitution. 

When  advanced  to  manhood,  another 
condudt  is  required.  Nature  intended  the 
propagation  of  the  fpecies  :  and  that  is  the 
time  for  it.  Marriage  is  the  natural  and  pro¬ 
per  ftate  of  young  people ;  and  they  only 
are  happy,  who  can  at  this  right  period  of 
life  properly  enter  into  it.  The  intercourfe 
of  the  two  fexes  is  intended  at  that  time,  and 
all  other  methods  of  obtaining  it  are  attend¬ 
ed  with  mifery  and  remorfe. 

•  .  *. 

Men  who  utterly  abftain  from  women  at 
this  period  become  heavy,  melancholy,  and 
morofe  :  and  women,  if  they  are  of  healthy 
conftitutions,  too  often  lofe  them.  Their 
colour  and  their  ftrength  forfake  them •,  and 
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nature  accufes  them  every  moment  of  forget^ 
ting  for  what  they  were  born. 

7  h  e  fir  ft  care  therefore  in  the  prevention 
of  impotency  in  men,  is  the  avoiding  that 
beaftly  practice  of  boys  :  the  next  is,  marry¬ 
ing  in  time.  There  is  no  doubt  but  a  perfon 
in  health,  who  obferves  the  two  rules.,  will  be¬ 
come  the  father  of  children  :  and  to  preferve 
himfelf  in  that  ftate,  let  him  obferve,  that 
moderation  is  the  great  rule  of  nature  in  all 
things.  Let  him  abftain  religioufly  from  other 
women ;  and  nature,  much  better  than  all 
rules,  will  direct  his  conduct  in  his  proper 
bed :  he  will  thus  continue  in  the  healthy 
condition  wherein  he  fet  out  in  life,  and  may 
be,  through  the  whole  common  courfe  of  it* 
a  father  of  children. 

i  .  •  rt  ' 

Whatever  gives  ftrength  to  the  body  ia 
general,  anfwers  alfo  this  purpofe  in  particu¬ 
lar  :  and  two  things  contribute  moft  to 
>  ftrength  of  body,  temperance  and  exercife^ 
Obferving  thefe  rules,  he  will  himfelf  be 
happy ;  and  his  wife  happy ;  and,  he  will  fee 
himfelf  a  father  of  aftrongand  healthy  family. 

Thus  far  the  rules  of  prevention  go  ;  an<4 
they  are  ealy  and  certain :  when  the  mifchief 
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of  impotence  is  come  on,  we  are  to  look  far¬ 
ther  for  a  cure.  It  is  much  more  difficult : 
but  the  advantage,  if  it  can  be  procured,  is 
worth  all  the  labour. 

In  the  cafe  of  weaknefs  in  the  part,  and 
*  want  of  retention,  the  fame  methods  are  to 
be  uled ;  for  thefe  are  only  two  degrees  of 
one  diforder :  the  one  afitclinu  the  internal 

o 

parts  of  the  organ,  and  the  other  the  whole, 
A  proper  regimen  and  conduct  of  life  will 
do  more  than  medicines  in  this ;  and  it  is 
vain  fo  expedf  good  without  it.  Rife  early 
in  a  morning,  life  moderate  but  frequent  ex- 
ere  if  e,  drink  red  v/ine  and  Briftol  water  at 
meals ;  and  every  third  day  go  into  the  cold 
bath.  Abftain  totally  from  venery,  and  if 
pollible  from  the  thoughts  of  it,  for  three 
iqonths ;  and  with  this  regimen,  iffie  the  fol¬ 
lowing  medicines. 

Observe  that  the  abftaining  from  venery 
is  a  moft  effiential  article  :  the  talk  is  not  dif¬ 
ficult;  for  the  bed  enjoyment  of  it  in  fuel* 
cafes,  is  more  a  torment  than  a  pleafure. 

Every  morning  at  eleven  o’clock,  and 
every  afternoon  at  leven,  take  thirty-five  drops 
of  elixir  of  vitriol  in  a  glafs  of  Briftol  water  for 

the 
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the  firft  two  months :  and  for  the  laft,  take  in- 
jftead  of  this,  at  thofe  hours,  a  glafs  of  tar  water . 

Unless  this  courfe  be  obferved  ftrictlv,  no 
good  is  to  be  expected  ;  but  with  regularity 
and  temperance,  it  has  very  lately  perform¬ 
ed  an  abfolute  cure  upon  a  perfon  in  a  deplor¬ 
able  ftate. 

W  hen  ftrength  is  thus  refiored,  if  there 
want  warmth  and  defire,  avoid,  as  poifon, 
can thar ides,  and  fuch  provocatives  :  and  it  is 
proper  to  know  that  Ginfeng,  though  fold,  for 
this  purpofe,  for  its  weight  in  gold,  is  good 
for  nothing.  The  following  is  the  genuine 
receipt  of  the  Turkifh  eledtuary,  the  feeret 
of  which  a  certain  prince  purchafed  in  1690, 
at  a  price  amounting  to  between  feven  and 
eight  thoufand  pounds,  ‘take  choice  cinnamon y 
three  drams  3  leaves  of  the  true  marum  powder 
ed,  two  fcruples ;  vanilla ,  eight  grains ;  orchis 
root  dried  and  powdered,  Jix  drams ;  candid  eringo 
root,  two  ounces  >  and  as  ?nuch  confrve  of  the 
tops  of  mu  gw  or  th  as  will  bring  it  into  form . 

The  dofe  of  this  is  the  bicnefs  of  a  nut-* 
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meg :  it  muft  be  taken  every  other,  or  every 
third  evening,  one  hour  before  going  to  bed  s 
the  effedt  is  certain,  and  it  ftrengthens  the 

confii- 
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conftitution  at  the  fame  time  that  it  promotes 
and  provides  for  the  venereal  deli  re. 


These  are  the  great  means  of  preventing 
and  of  remedying  imbecility ;  the  other  cafes 
of  impotency  which  we  have  named  direct  their 
own  cure,  If  the  animalcules  have  been  de- 
flroyed  by  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  the  ab- 
ftaining  from  thefe  is  the  only  cure  :  but  this 
mu  ft  be  done  gradually;  not  at  once.  The 
quantity  muft  be  reduced  before  they  are  ab- 
folutely  left  off ;  and  the  ftrongeft  wines  al¬ 
lowed  in  their  place,  till  the  perfon  can  by 
cuftom  bear  to  reduce  this  a  little  lower. 

If  difeafes  fpoil  the  liquor  of  impregnation, 
thofe  difeafes  muft  be  the  objebb  of  the  patient’s 
cure  :  when  they  are  cured,  this  liquor  will 
return  to  its  natural  condition. 


CHAP.  VIL 


Of  the  Prevention  and  Remedies  for  Barfen- 

nefs  in  Women . 


'npHE  occafions  of  barren  nefs  are  fo  far 
A  different  from  thofe  of  impotence, 
that  the  methods  of  prevention,  and  of  re¬ 
lief  under  it,  muft  be  altogether  varied.' 

The 
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The  immediate  caufe,  which  is  an  obhruc- 
*  • 

lion  to  the  intercourfe  with  men,  is  very  un¬ 
common  ;  arid  prevention  is  impoffible  from 
the  nature  of  the  cafe :  for  it  is  an  original 
error  of  nature  in  the  conftrudlion  of  the 
parts  :  but  the  remedy  is  in  the  hand  of  the 
furgeon  ;  and  in  any  of  the  cafes,  before 
named,  it  is  eafy  and  free  from  all  danger. 

-  -»  *  > 

Girls  are  not  fo  fhamelefs  as  boys:  nor 

is  felf-abufe  common  among  them  :  but 

* 

when  they  have  fallen  early  into  fo  deteita- 
ble  a  practice,  their  conftitution  will  be  hurt 
by  it;  and  as  much  care  will  be  requinte  in 
their  parents,  where  there  is  a  fufpicion  of 
any  thing  of  this  fort,  as  on  the  other  oc¬ 
casion.  In  general,  the  diforders  of  this 
fex  arife  from  a  contrary  caufe  :  the  abfolute 
repofe  of  the  parts  at  a  feafon  when  nature 
intended  them  for  propagation.  The  beft 
prevention  is  timely  marriage;  and  of  all 
others  this  is  the  fureft  way  to  avoid  barren- 
nefs.  Half  the  difeafes  of  women  are  owing 
to  the  want  of  this  natural  intercourfe  of  the 
two  fexes ;  and  we  have  feen  that  their  dif¬ 
orders  are  the  general  caufe  of  their  barren- 
nefs  :  therefore  this  timely  care  not  only  pre¬ 
vents  a  fickly  life,  but  obviates  that  caufe  of 
fterility.  .  • 
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B  y  timely  matrimony,  it  is  not  meant 
that  children  fhould  be  put  together  in  this 
flate  :  the  very  contrary  has  been  at  firft  laid 
down  as  an  effential  article  ;  for  both  the 
conftitutions  of  the  male  and  female  would 
be  ruined  by  too  early  a  ufe  of  venery.  Na¬ 
ture  points  out  the  time  by  plain  and  obvious 
characters  3  and  after  the  perfons  are  arrived 
at  this  period,  there  fhould  be  about  two 
years  allowed  for  confirming  and  ftrengthen- 
ino-  the  carts.'  It  is  raoft  effential  for  the  fu- 
ture  health  to  ahftain  from  venery  till  that 
time  3  and  fr®m  that  pitiful  imitation  of  it 
which  children  fhamefully  teach  one  another. 
In  this  period  the  parts,  having  before  at¬ 
tained  their  perfeCr  confirmation,  ftrcngthen 
themfeives,  and  are  capable  of  performing  the 
fiecefiary  office  through  life.  At  or  about 
the  end  of  that  period,  perfons  fhould  mar¬ 
ry  :  and  it  is  by  that  alone  they  will  efrablifh 
themfeives  in  happinefs  and  health,  avoid  the 
temptations  to  debauchery  and  proftitution* 
and  fulfil  the  end  of  their  creation  3  happy 
in  themfeives,  obedient  to  the  decrees  of  na¬ 
ture,  and  ufeful  to  their  country. 

There  is  no  point  in  which  the  laws  re-* 
quire  fo  careful  a  regard  as  this.  The  go¬ 
vernment  is  concerned  3  for  the  care  of  poll¬ 
en  tv 
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erity  is  one  of  its  great  objedts ;  and  few  ima¬ 
gine  how  much  the  ftrength  and  vigour  of 
a  iucceeding  generation  depend  upon  the  age 
and  health  of  the  parents.  When  marriage 
is  deferred  till  late  in  life,  the  men  from 
the  accuftomed  freedoms  of  their  fex  fall  into 
debaucheries  ;  in  confequence  of  which,  they 
entail  difeafes  on  the  wife ;  or  they  are  in¬ 
capable  of  begetting  healthy  children.  Im¬ 
potence  and  diforders  deftroy  the  harmony 
of  the  nuptial  ftate ;  and  the  offspring,  if 
there  be  any,  are  feeble.  We  fee  it  in 
the  children  of  thofe  in  the  higheft  ranks ; 
and  it  is  owing  to  this  caufe,  more  than  any 
other.  Interefted  views  defer  their  marriage 
till  they  are  paft  its  beft  purpofes  and  higheft 
enjoyments;  and  confequently  they  become 
the  fathers  of  a  feeble  race,  if  of  any  :  while 
the  poor,  to  whom  all  matches  are  equal, 
come  together  when  nature  prompts  them, 
and  beget  children  hearty  to  till  that  land, 
the  fruit  of  which  the  defendants  of  the  others 
are  fcarce  able  to  enjoy. 

'  The  delaying  marriages  has  thefe  bad  con- 
fequences  in  the  men  ;  and  in  the  women 
it  has  worfe :  they  fall  into  diforders  which 
probably  entail  barrennefs  upon  them ;  or 
iflto  abufes  which  render  them  incapable  of 
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the  true  ufe  of  marriage  :  or  if  they  have  the 
uncommon  good  fortune  to  efcape  thefe,  they 
probably  are  loft  in  the  time  of  delivery.  Na¬ 
ture,  which  intended  a  certain  period  of  life 
for  the  intercourfe  of  the  two  fexes,  prepar¬ 
ed  the  body  alfo,  at  that  time,  for  the  de¬ 
livery  of  children ;  by  rendering  the  parts 
tender  and  capable  of  ftretching.  At  the  belt 
period,  and  under  the  eafieft  circumftances,  this 
is  a  fcene  of .  the  greateft  pain  and  terror  : 
but  when  women  have  pafted  the  natural 
and  proper  time,  if  they  conceive  at  all, 
the  danger  and  the  pain  of  delivery  are  pro- 
portionably-  encreafed :  the  parts  are  grown 
hard,  and  the  birth  of  the  child  either  deT 
ftroys  the  frame,  or  entails  fuch  mifery,  as 
nothing  can  cure.  As  neceftary  as  it  is, 
therefore,  for  perfons  to  marry  at  a  proper 
time  of  life,  fo  prudent  will  it  be  for  thofe 
who  have  omitted  it  longer,  to  let  it  alone 
entirely.  Nature  does  not  folicit  them,  the 
call  of  their  country  is  over :  for  there  is  no 
probability  of  their  bringing  “a  numerous  pro¬ 
geny  :  and  the  danger  of  their  lives  is  too 
great  for  any  views  of  Intereft  to  balance. 

The  proper  period  of  marriage  is  not  li¬ 
mited  to  fo  fhort  a  time  as  to  be  any  great 
reftraint  in  this  cafe  :  from  two  years  after 

puberty, 
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puberty,  it  may  very  juftly  be  faid  to  continue 
ten  or  twelve  years :  and  even  for  fome  time 

J 

after  that,  women  may  marry  without  danger; 
but  certainly  the  high  feafon  of  life  is  from 
fe ven teen  to  four  and  twenty  :  and  the  lady 
who  marries  within  that  period,  has  a  thou^ 
fand  times  the  chance  for  happinefs  that  fhe 
has,  who  flays  longer.  The  more  has  been 
faid  on  this  fubieCt,  becaufe  the  happinefs  of 
families,  the  health  of  children,  and  the  good 
of  the  ftate,  are  all  highly  interefled  in  it : 
and  the  author  will  account  himfelf  happy  if 
parents  pay  fome  regard  to  truths,  which  are 
fo  obvious  and  fo  important. 

The  great  prevention  of  barrennefs  will 
thus  be  found  by  timely  marriage.  The  age 
is  not  limitted  in  men ;  if  they  have  lived  fo- 
berly,  they  will  be  able  to  beget  children  as 
long  as  a.  woman  will  be  able  to  bear  them, 
tho’  there  be  the  difference  of  fifteen  or  fix- 
teen  years  in  advance  in  their  age. 

*  *  % 

The  fecond  caufe  of  barrennefs,  which  i$ 
a  deficiency  of  eggs  in  a  woman,  can  no  more 
be  prevented  or  remedied,  than  it  can  be  feen. 
It  is  a  natural  imperfection  in  the  flruCture  of 
the  body ;  and  is,  perhaps,  the  only  one  for 
which  a  divorce  could  reafonably  b.e  granted 
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to  a  hufband.  In  this  cafe,  nature  and  rea-* 
ion  join  to  demand  it :  the  great  fource  of 
affedion  and  conjugal  love  is  wanting ;  fo 
there  can  be  no  hardfhip  to  either  party  in 
the  feparation  :  and  the  good  of  the  date,  fo 
far  as  individuals  can  affed  that  good,  require 
it.  The  hufband,  who  cannot  give  an  heir 
to  his  family-eftate  and  honours  j;  or  encreafe 
the  number  of  the  people  with  that  wife, 
may  with  another :  and  if  it  is  fit,  that  for 
his  own  happinefs,  and  the  public  good,  th§ 
opportunity  fhould  be  given  him, 

But  at  the  fame  time  that  we  plead  for  this, 
the  utmoft  caution  is  to  be  recommended  in 
judging  of  the  cafe.  We  have  raid  the  defed 

is  a  hundred  times  in  the  hufband  for  once  in 

•  .* 

the  wife ;  and  this  fhould  be  firft  carefully 
examined,  under  all  the  cautions  we  have 
given  :  then  where  it  is'  certain  that  barrennefs 
in  the  lady  is  the  caufe,  let  it  be  enquired, 
whether  it  arife  from  this,  or  from  any  other 
pccafioa  :  for  any  other  may  be  remedied. 

Whether  there  be  any  obftrudions  in 
the  parts,  is  a  point  the  hufband  can  deter? 
mine  for  himfelf :  none  is  fo  dull  or  igno¬ 
rant,  as  not  to  know  when  this  natural  and 
interefting  commerce  is  properly  performed  ; 

and 


/ 


Impotence  and  Barrenness.  55 

and  if  no  ohftruCtion  be  in  the  cafe,  nor  imper¬ 
fection  in  himfelf  the  care  of  the  lady’s  health 
is  a  material  article.  If  there  be  any  diforder  in 
this  refpeCt,  every  method  fhould  be  taken  to 
cure  it,  before  any  opinion  of  abfolute  and 
natural  barrennefs  be  formed  :  nor  fhould  that 
cenfure  be  ever  pafled,  till  the  health  is  per¬ 
fectly  reftored. 

-Fvery  one  is  fenfible  that  conception  has 
a  great  connection  with  the  natural  evacua¬ 
tions  of  that  fex;  and  experience  thews  that 
where  they  are  absolutely  wanting,  there 
can  be  no  expectation  of  children.  When 
they  are  tpo  fmall  in  quantity,  there  is  alfo 
lefs  probability  of  conceiving :  and  when 
abundant,  to  a  great  excefs,  the  pcrlon  rare¬ 
ly  becomes  with  child ;  or  if  the  does,  is 
fubjeCt  to  mifearriages.  Therefore  this  mat¬ 
ter  is  to  be  regulated  before  a  woman  can  be 
laid  to  be  barren. 

Where  thefe  evacuations  are  inti  rely 
wanting  at  the  appointed  time  of  life,  the 
woman  cannot  be  in  health  ;  and  her  firft 
care  muft  be  to  promote  them.  There  are 
many  receipts  of  forcing  medicines  handed 
about  in  families  ;  and  the  mifehief  that  is 
done  by  them  is  beyond  belief :  they  are 

coarfe. 


coarfe,  violent,  and  ill  prepared.  Let  the 
lady  who  would  preferve  her  health,  or  the 
parent  for  the  daughter,  avoid  thefe :  and  al¬ 
lowing  time  for  a  gradual  affiftance,  proceed 
in  the  following  manner. 

Begin  with  a  gentle  vomit  of  Ipecacuanha 
<w'me ;  and  as  occafion  fhall  require,  let  this 
and  bleeding  in  the  foot  be  repeated  once  iii 
a  month,  or  once  in  two  months. 


Once  in  five  days,  confiantly,  take  as 
many  drops  of  elixir  preprint  ails  as  will  give 
two  or  three  (loots ;  and  every  night  going  to 
bed,  take  a  wine  glafs  of  the  following  in¬ 
fo  fion.  Cut  final!  half  an  ounce  of  ftefh  rool 
of  the  true  black  hellebore ;  two  ounces  of  the' 
root  of  broad-leaved  libanetis ;  arid  one  ounce 


of  mafter-wor  £  root ;  a  handful  of  dried  pen¬ 
ny-royal,  and  half  a  handful  of  dried  ground- 
pine  ;  three  drams  of  the  feeds  of  actriella, 
and  a  dram  of  faffron  :  pour  upon  the  whole 
a  quart  of  boiling  water,  and  let  it  (land  clofe 
covered  twelve  hours  :  then  pour  off  the  clear 
liquor,  and  keep  it  in  a  cool  plate. 


Let  this  be  taken  coriftantly ;  arid  rife  free 
and  frequent  exercife.  The  purpofe  will  be 
gradually  arifwered,  and  the  effedl  brought  on 
without  violence  to  the  ccnilitution. 


A  GREAT 
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A  great  deal  of  care  mull  be  taken  to 
get  the  ingredients  good,  or  no  dependance 
tan  be  placed  upon  this  medicine.  There 
are  two  of  them  not  common  in  our  fhops, 
the  broad  libanotis  and  the  acmella ;  the  lat¬ 
ter  indeed  is  fcarce  known  :  the  libanotis  is 
the  root  called  by  the  Germans,  white  gen¬ 
tian  \  the  acmella  is  the  feed  of  an  Indian 
corn  marygold,  one  of  the  fineft  medicines 
in  the  world,  tho’  little  ufed  in  England. 
Till  thefe  two  excellent  drugs  are  more 
brought  into  ufe  by  our  phyficians,  it  will 
be  proper  to  apply  for  them  to  the  German 
apothecaries,  of  whom  there  are  feveral  in 
.London.  The  care  of  procuring  the  right 
medicine  will  be  very  well  anfwered  in  the 
certainty  of  the  effedt. 

I  f  this  fail,  and  fteel  be  heceflary,  which 
it  is  not  in  one  cafe  in  ten  thoufand,  the 
fafefi  way  is  to  go  to  fome  of  the  places 
where  the  mineral  waters  of  that  kind  are 
drank :  for  the  giving  crude  fteel,  tho*  to 
very  common,  is  a  hazardous  practice :  and 
the  preparations  of  it  in  tinctures,  falts,  and  the 
like,  tho’  lefs  mifchievous  in  fkilful  hands,  are 
not  medicines  to  be  trufted  to  the  patients 
themfelves.  If  after  all  thefe  trials  the  cafe  be  fo 
obftinate  that  the  obftrudtion  continues,  the 
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patient  muft  not  venture  farther  on  her  own 
advice,  but  fend  for  a  phylician  ;  and  telling 
what  has  been  done,  aik  farther  help. 

I  n  cafes  where  the  periods  are  regular,  but 
the  quantity  is  too  fmall,  let  this  medicine  be 
ufed,  and  with  it  the  Turkifh  eledtuary,  but 
each  only  in  half  the  dofe  that  has  been  be¬ 
fore  directed  :  and  let  the  perfon  drink  penny¬ 
royal  tea,  and  ule  exercife. 

These  methods  will  bring  that  efiential 
article  in  the  health  of  women  to  a  proper 

courfe ;  and  there  will  be  an  end  of  barren- 

%  ' 

nefs  if  that  were  the  occalion. 

O  n  the  other  hand,  if  the  dilcharge  be  ex- 
ceftive,  let  the  following  remedies  be  ufed. 

Jr  »  • 

At  the  approach  of  the  time,  avoid*  high- 
feafoned  fools  and  ftrong  liquors :  keep  within 
doors,  and  be  ftill :  fhun  exercife  of  any 
kind;  and  avoid  as  carefully  all  violent  paf- 
fions.  The  mind  as  well  as  the  body  are  to 
be  kept  in  a  ftate  of  reft,  and  gentle  remedies 
will  then  take  effect;  but  if  the  temper  be 
difturbed,  all  the  effeft:  of  medicines  will  be 
vain.  It  is  all  one  what  pafiion  gives  the  dis¬ 
turbance :  what  is  required  is,  reft  from  all : 

anger 
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anger  or  fear,  joy  or  grief ;  any  thing  excef- 
five  is  equally  dangerous. 

Take  half  an  ounce  of  dried  red  rofes ; 
pour  upon  them  a  quart  of  boiling  water ;  and 
drop  in  thirty  drops  of  fpirit  of  vitriol,  add  two 
or  three  lumps  of  double-refined  fugar,  and  fur 
all  about.  Let  it  ftand  till  cold ;  then  ftrain  off 
the  liquor  :  it  will  be  clear  and  pleafant :  a 
glafs  of  it  fhould  be  drank  every  three  hours, 
beginning  the  fecond  day  of  the  difcharge,  and 
continue  to  the  end  of  the  time. 

When  the  mind  and  body  are  kept  quiet,  and 
all  eating  food  and  flrong  liquors  avoided,  this 

gentle  remedy  will  often  prove  fufficient. 

> 

If  this  does  not  anfwer  the  purpofe,  take 
powder  of  jefuit’s  bark,  one  ounce ;  of  dra¬ 
gon’s-blood,  a  dram  ;  berries  of  agnus  caftus 
powdered,  two  drams :  mix  thefe  into  an  elec¬ 
tuary  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  conferve  of 
red  rofes,  and  fyrup  of  quinces  :  take  the  big- 
nefs  of  a  nutmeg  of  this  every  eight  hours, 
with  a  glafs  of  the  fame  liquor. 

There  are  very  few  cafes  in  which  thefe 
methods  will  not  fucced,  fo  as  to  perform  a 
perfedt  cure :  perhaps  none ;  unlefs  it  be  the 
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fault  of  the  patient  in  not  attending  to  the 
conduct  before  diredted. 

There  is  yet  one  difeafe  to  which  the  la-^ 
dies  are  fubjedt,  which  is  more  an  enemy  ta 
conception  than  any  excefs  or  defedl  of  the 
preceding  kind  ;  and  which  is  much  more  dif-^ 
ficult  to  cure.  This  is  the  Fluor  Albus :  a 
complaint  which  attends  many  women  thro'  a 
great  part  of  their  lives  -y  and  is  the  moft  dis¬ 
agreeable,  and  moft  offenfive  to  the  natural 
delicacy  of  that  fex,  of  all  others.  This  is  a 
very  common  caufe  of  barrennefs  ;  and  itfelf 
arifes  often  from  a  difufe  of  the  parts.  There¬ 
fore,  with  the  courfe  of  medicines  we  fhal! 
diredt :  the  hufband  muft  alfo  perform  his  of-, 
fice  for  the  eyre. 

Pa  tience  under  a  fit  fet  of  remedies  is  alfo. 
neceflary;  for  this  is  not  a  complaint  from 
’Which  relief  is  to  be  expedted  inftantly  :  and 
if  it  could  be  fo  obtained,  it  would  not  laft* 
but  there  would  be  a  certainty  of  a  relapfe. 
Tho’  this  diforder  prevents  conception  for  the 
time  it  is  upon  the  perfon,  it  has  no  effedt 
farther.  It  does  not  in  a  lafting  manner  im¬ 
pair  the  parts  :  but  when  the  lady  is  recovered, 
flae  is  as  likely  to  have  children ,  as  any  other 
whp  never  had  the  diforder. 

'  '  -  -  The 
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The  cure  muft  be  begun  by  a  vomit,  and 
for  this  purpofe,  the  powder  of  the  ipecacu¬ 
anha,  not  the  tindture,  muft  be  taken.  The 
common  method  is  to  take  the  tincture,  be- 
caufe  it  is  pleafantj  and  in  ordinary  cafes, 
that  is  as  effectual :  for  where  only  vomiting 
is  required,  it  very  well  does  the  buiinefs. 
But  this  root  was  famous  as  an  aftringent,  be¬ 
fore  it  was  known  as  a  vomit ;  and  in  this- 
cafe,  we  want  both  its  qualities.  The  pow-* 
der  is  found  to  anfwer  beft,  and  twenty- five 
grains  is  a  proper  dofe. 

This  is  to  be  taken  for  the  firfl  thing;  and 
worked  off  in  the  ufual  manner:  and  during  the 
cpurfe,  it  fhouid  be  repeated  once  in  ten  days. 

When  the  vomit  has  done  working,  take 
a  glafs  of  red  Port  wine  heated  with  a  piece, 
of  cinnamon,  and  a  fmall  lump  of  fine  fu- 
gar,  drop  into  into  it  forty  drops  of  tin&ure  of 
the  bark,  and  drink  it  going  to  bed. 

Let  the  following  medicine  be  prepared 
the  fame  day,  that  the  courfe  may  be  regu^ 
larly  continued,  by  taking  it  the  next. 

Slice  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  frefh  com-? 

frey  root,  and  half  an  ounce  of  the  roots  of 

common 
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common  dailies  ;  pour  upon  thefe  a  quart  and 
half  a  pint  of  boiling  water,  and  let  them, 
(land  together  twelve  hours ;  then  pour  off 
the  liquor,  and  let  it  fettle  clear.  Rub  to¬ 
gether  m  a  mortar  the  yolk  of  a  new  laid  egg, 
and  one  ounce  of  balfam  of  capivi,  mix  the 
liquor  by  degrees  with  thefe,  and  add  two 
ounces  of  ftrong  cinnamon  water :  this  tnuft 
be  kept  in  a  cool  place,  and  a  wine  glafs  of 
it  drank  every  morning  and  evening. 

This  medicine  with  vomits,  as  already 

*  f 

directed,  will  generally '  cure  the  diforder  in 
about  five  weeks ;  if  it  be  not  of  a  very  long 
handing, 

When  it  has  been  a  great  while  upon  thq 
perfon,  and  the  face  looks  pale  and  iwelled, 
and  there  is  an  unwillingnefs  to  move  thq 
limbs,  the  difeafe  is  much  more  defperate, 
„  and  it  will  require  more  care  and  longer  time 
to  make  a  cure. 

I  n  this  cafe,  let  the  courfe  be  begun  1?y  a 
vomit,  and  the  fame  medicine  prepared  for 
taking  afterwards.  Make  up  alfo  the  fol¬ 
lowing  ele&uary.  Take  powder  of  mafticjc 
two  drams ;  of  dragon’s  blood  one  dram  ;  of 
Peruvian  bark  an  ounce  ;  and  of  common 

alum 
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alum  a  quarter  of  an  ounce  :  mix  all  thefe 
into  an  electuary  with  conferve  of  rofes,  and 
fvrup  of  quinces ;  and  take  the  bign~efs  of  a 
nutmeg  every  night,  with  a  glafs  of  lime 
water  after  it.  Let  the  other  medicine  be 
taken  twice  a  day.  Repeat  the  vomit  at  times: 
and  with  a  fyringe  ufe  the  following  liquor. 
Bruife  two  ounces  of  tormentil  root ;  one 
ounce  of  oak  bark  ;  and  four  ounces  of  rind  of 
pomgranates  with  half  an  ounce  of  the  ft  ones 
of  raiiins :  boil  thefe  in  two  quarts  of  water 
to  one  quart,  and  add  two  drams  of  alum. 
Let  this  ftand  to  be  clear,  and  then  ufe  it  juft 
warm,  throwing  it  up  with  a  iyringe  twice  a 

day. 

* 

This  is  a  difagreeable  method,  but  it  can¬ 
not  be  avoided  :  for  when  the  complaint  is 
of  long  ftanding,  it  will  not  be  cured  any 
way  elfe.  It  very  feldom  refills  thefe  me¬ 
thods  :  and  unlefs  it  be  very  bad  indeed,  the 
laft  will  not  be  needful. 

When  the  difeafe  is  cured,  the  p.afts  re¬ 
turn  to  their  original  ftrength,  and  nothing 
prevents  the  perfon  being  with  child,  if  the 
huiband  does  his  duty.  But  when  the  cure 
is  perfe&ed,  a  great  deal  of  care  rnuft  be 
taken  to  watch  for  the  hril  appearance  of  a 

return 
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return,  which  is  very  apt  to  happen.  If  this 
be  neglected,  the  cafe  will  foon  become  as 
bad  as  ever;  but  otherwife  there  is  little  fear; 
for  the  ufe  of  the  fame  remedies  in  fnialler 
quantities  for  a  little  time  will  flop  this  mif* 
chief. 

Thus  may  the  hufband  and  the  wife,  who 
are  fo  unhappy  as  to  want  children,  judge 
mutually  of  themfelves,  and  of  each  other, 
and  find  without  much  difficulty  or  danger 
of  error,  in  whom  the  defeat  lies,  Domef- 
tick  quarrels  will  be  avoided,  for  their  fource 
is  in  mifunderftanding  of  the  cafe ;  and  by 
the  eafy  and  fafe  medicines  here  directed, 
they  may  remove  thofe  diforders,  which  are 
the  occaiion  of  their  difappointment,  with¬ 
out  intrufting  to  any  perfon  fo  delicate  a  fe- 
cret.  They  owe  it  to  heaveny  and  to  the  ftate 
to  attempt  a  remedy  ;  and  to  each  other,  they 
owe  fo  much  regard,  as  not  to  divulge  the 
caufe,  while  there  is  any  hope  of  cure.  If 
by  means  of  this  work  the  fubjedt  is  fo  ex^ 
plained,  as  to  prevent  miftakes  between  the 
parties  for  the  future,  and  point  out  to  them 
by  what  means,  when  they  know  their  infirp 
mities  they  may  rationally  attempt  a  remedy, 
the  author  will  have  accomplished  his  defigm 
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